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To the Reader.. 


YT Deſirn in the ſubſequent Diſcourſe, is not to enumwerals 
all the Particulars wich might bs mentioned, that doe 6+ 
vince New-Englands lite Delivirance ta be 4 great an- 
ſver of Pyayer + only to take notice of ſome mare eminent 
Paſſages of Divine Providence, Whereby it doth appear 

that the God of onr ſalvation hath anſitered us by terrible things is righ» 
tronſmrſr, ar.rinſt our Heathen Adverayyer. Therets now cauſe far as 
kaly Se!licitude leſt ſecurity ould be the «FT of theſe Diſptuſations, beF 
we ſha new [ay, onr Brnieain it made ſtrong, and we ſhall never be 
moved, Howbcit there ts little reaſon for ſuch imaginations, if thing? 
be auly Laid to heart ; we canrot but rememben, how near this Tree Was 
to cutting down 4 year or two ago, but the Lord of the Vineyard hath at 
to: earn:ſt interceſſion of his Servants let it aloneatus year alſÞ IP 
w ho gan ſay, has far the Lord may ct ana lop C* max our Vine branch- 
tr bifore many Jears be expired ? To this day we ſee not the end of our 
late bleeding diſtreſſes, and when thus day of T rouble ſhall be over, I for 
my part, muſt neeas ſolemnly profeſs and declare, that I look, for another 
ſeven times greater, though What it ſhall be, or how it ſhall come to paſs 
I e.mmit tell, for I pretend not to any Revelation , beyond what they that 
eiligently compare the Word and Works of God together, may attain un- 
to, It grivith me not alittle that I ſhould (o frequently write and ſpeak, 
in ſuch a Strain, but I cannot forbear, the Lord hath ſpoken, who 
can but prophely ? There are many Conſiderations, Which are enough 
to cauſe ſad expe ations of ſome more fatal changes of Providence not far 
ef, but eſpecially theſe two : 


A2 T1» There 


TO THE READER. 


©. T here & not a general Reformation in New-England ſo much @ in 
any one Particular notwithſtanding the Lard hath tryed us by all manner 
of wajes that way be thought of, even by leſſer and greater Fudgments,aud 
by fignal mercyes and Deliverances :; and that which aggravateth our 
wareformedneſs, i1,that in the time of our Trouble we bave (aid, atile, 
and fave us, 

2. There areevills yrevailing amongſt us, which if they be mat 16+ 
formed, the Lords Controverſy will not be ended, ſuch ar notorious Self« 
ſe thing, reigning Pride, ſhametull Drunkenneſs, with the occaſions leads 
ing thereunto;,, wofull Apoſtacy , the bleſſed Deſign of our Fathers in 
Coming 1nto this wilderneſs not being minacd and attended as ong kt to be: 
and ar things are circumſtanced, there w no boye that theſe gnd other «- 
wile ould be reformed, untill God ariſe and Shake terribly the Earth, 
So that nil niſi vota ſuperſunt, Or theſe acconnts, it conceyns wa, ti 
btcrying unto the Lord day and night, If Wee lock abroad npon the fact 
of the earth, in other pars: of the world, the Children are come to the 
birth, & there ir mot ſtyength to bring forth, He behold fans due: 
the beginning of rravailing ſorrows, evin ſuch rrings as evident 
that ſorne great Birth is at band. And in our Rorizon dark C louas gar 
they apart , andthe Heavens are covered over With blackneſs. Surts 
by in he reſpettr, we may truly ſay as ſometime that martyr did, Pray, 
Pray, Pray, never more necd then now. Axa corſederivg the b!:[1d 
Encouragement God hath given ut, Whatever come 08 ar, lit us be found 


fo doing. 


” 


BOSTON, N=; 
Ang. 16, 1677+ Increaſe eV ather, 


ES 
26632285332 S2228&K8222K808 
TT TILIIEAALELIALEIELESS: 


eAn 
HISTORICAL DISCOURSE 


Concerning the Prevalency of 


PRAYER 


T wasa preat word (and if rightiy underſtood, a truc: 

word) which Zather ſpakxe, when hetfaid, E/ guerom 

precum Omnipotentia, there is a kind of Omnipotency i!» 

Praycr ; And the reafon is obvious, v:z. In that the Al- 

mighty doth ſuffer himſelt to be prevailed upon and 0» 

rercome by prayer. Had not Jacob in this reſpect power with 

God? yea when he made his ſ{upplication, he had power, and 

prevailed over the Angel, cventhat Angel who is the Lord of 

Heſts, the Lord is his memorial. Where dowe Fnd in all the: 

Book of God a more wonderfull cxpreſſion, then that of the 

Lord to praying Moſcs, Now let we aloxe? That cver the eternal ow 26 fg 

God thould become thus a petitioner to a poor mortal man! 7... » 11, 

Ferienai (icen:vam petit a Moſe qui fect Aſoſen, Prayer then 1> i. ; 

like the {word of Saul, or the bow of Jonathan, which never re- 

turned empty trom the battle. Prayer is ſtronger then iron gates 

At the prayers of the Church the Ironigatcs flv open, and the A- 

poſtles fetters fali off. Sometimes tbe prayers of one man that 

hath an eminent intereſt in God, area means to preſerve a whole 

town, yea a whole land from deſtrution; wel might tho An- 

tient ſay, Homine probo erante nibl potentius. How far did Abra- 

bams pr ayers prevail tor Sodom ? Did not Elijah's praycrs ope" 

and ſhut the windows of Heaven? Did they not bring down ſhows- 

ers when the gaſping earth was ready to dy for thirſt? When a 
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The prevalericy of Prayer 

fiery drought had like to have devoured the. lan] of Ifrael, an4 
the Prophet Amos praycd and cried ta the Lord, ſaying, © Led 
Gad, Ceaſe 1 befecch. thee, by whom fonll faceb ariſe ?- for be it 
ſmal/, the Lord repented for thir, and ſaid thir fall wat be, 

"Wars, when juftly undertaken; havebeen ſirccelfull' throng 
the prevalency of prayer. Moſes in the mount praying, is tog 
ſtrong for all the Armies in thevalley fighting. Whenthe Phill. 
ſtines went up againſt the Children of Iſrael, Same! ceaſed not 
to ory to the Lord for Iſrael, and the Lord thundred with a preat 
thunder that day upon the Philiſtines, and diſcomfited them, that 
they were {mitten before Iſrael. ?eho/hapbar, when ſurrounded 
by a me{titude of heathen enemyes, by prayer -overcame them, 
When Zerah the Ethiopian, came againſt the Lords people with 
an hoſt of a thouſand thoufand meny Aſ«by prayer and faitheyer 
came themall. Hezekiah and /{[aiah by their prayers brought an 
Angel down from heaven, who ſlew an hundred and fourelcore 
and five thouſand Aſſyrians, in the hoſt of Sennacherib, in one 
night. EO ; 

And be44es thefe, and many other Scriptural examples, in 
eccleſiaſtical ſtory Inſtances to this purpoſe are frequently, ob- 
ſerved. The hiſtory of the thundring legion is famouſly knomn, 
Thus it was. 

The Emperour Marcus Avreliz', going to wat againſt the 
Duaxds, Vandalr, Sarmatr, and Grrmans, who were nine hun- 
dred ſeventy and five thouſand fighting-men; The Imperialiſts 
were {o coope4 up by their numerons enemies, in ſtrait, dry, 
an1 hot places, that theſouldiers havingbeen defticute of water 
tor live ayes together, they were all like to: have periſhed for 
thirſt. In this extremity, a Legion of Chriſtian fouldiers beingin 
the Army, withdrew themſelves apart from the reſt, and lng 
proſtrate on the earth, by ardent m_ prevailed with Goo, 
that he immediately ſent a moſt plenritull 


rain, whereby the Ar- 
m7 that otherwiſe had periſhed; was refrethed, and. dreadfull 
lighteningsfathed in the faces oftheir enemyes, {d as that they 
were diſcomfited and put tofhight.: The effect of which was, that 
the perſecution which before that the Emperour deſigned again 
the Chriſtians, was divertcd;, and that praying Legion dd aftet* 


wards bear the name of #r-w#+x@& th ithrnns Levins Ne. 
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: Hiftorically ' evinceds. * 

Chiift, apd with them betook himſelf to earneſt prayer andſup- 
plication, after which God gave him a notable and glorious vi- 
Qory over his enemies. But Licinins himſelle eſcaped: at that 
time, and raiſed another Army, which was purſued by Conftas- 
tize, who before he would engage with the enemy, cauſed atcnt 
tobecrefted, wherein he did ſpend ſome time in faſting and 
prayers _ attended with a company of holy praying men 
round about him, after which marching againſt his enemies, he 
fought them, and obtaincd a more glorious vittory thenthe for- 
mer, and the Grand Rebel Licini»s, was then taken Priſoner. 

T breeder being inno ſmall danger by reaſon of the potent rye Theod- fl 
Army of Adverſaryes he had to dowith, in his diftrefs cryed vitan- 
unto heaven for help, and behold ! the Lord ſentſuch a terrible 
Tempeſt, as the like was not known, whereby the Darts of the 
enemy were driven back upon themſelves, to their own confuſion, 
which cauſcd Clendien the Poet (though no great fricnd to the ..; _ Dei Lib. 
Chriſtian name) to ſay concerning T heodoſime, 5 (28. 

O niminms Dul(fte Deo cur militat e/Ethir, 
Et conjurats veninut ad Claſſica Venti. 

I is ſtori concerningthe City of NiSbu that being ſtrait- . . 
p belaged by Spores King of Perſia, the diſtrefied Citizens de. Srmpſons Ee: 
red a deyout and holy man amongſtthem-(whoſe name was cl faflical Hap, 
}ames) to be earneſt with the Lord in their behalf. He was ſo; 
and the effe& was, God ſent an Army of Gnats and Flyes amongſt 
the Perfians whichſo vexedand tormented them, as tt at they 
were forced to raiſe their Siege a n depart. 

Amongſt the waldexſes ſometimewan inconſicrable mrmber 
have prevailed over multitudes of their popiſh Adverſaryes. 
At one time five hundred of tt ofe poor praying Saints over- 
threw two thouſand and five hundred of their enemies, who ſcof- 
ſed at them becauſe they would fall upon their knees and pray - 
before they would hight 

lo the land of our Fathers Sepulchres,wben Oſwald (who ſuc- 
ceeded his father Erbel{ride in the Northern Kingdome) was 
aſulted by Cedwalls and Pengn, two Heathen Kings, that raif- 

KG a great Army, deſigning the ruine of Oſwals, and his people, . 
he bumbly and earneſtly addreſſed himſelf to the Lord ot Hoſts, 
the great giver of viory, entreating him to ſheww his power in ſa- 
wngand protecting his own people from the age of Heathen , , c1,,x.. Fx. 

verfaryes ; after which, jeyning battle with his cnemyes, .mp 3-.. 6. 
| albcit 1-9 


Morland Rift, 
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T be prevalency of Prayer 
albeit their Army was far greater then his, he obtained a wy, 
derfull vitory, wherein Cedwall« himſelf was ſlain, 

When England was invaded by the Danes under the condyg 
of their King Oſrick, who encamped at 45», Ring Ethelred he. 
took himſelt to Prayer; and marching againſt the Daniſh Arny, 
put them to flight, and flew the greateſt part of them, : 

Guſtavus 4doliphus the King of Sweden, no ſooner landed i 
his enemies Territoryes, but he addrefſed himſelfto heaven fr 
Viftory, and encouraged his Countellors and Commanders by 
ſaying, The greater the Army of Prayers it, the greater and mn 
aſ)ured ſhall be our Vitory. Yea it was his manner when the Ar 
myes were ſet in Battle array, to lift up his eyes to heaven, & (ay, 
Lord proſper the Battle of this Day, according as thou ſerft my beg 
aeth aim at thy Glory, and the good of thy Charch. And how fc 
ceſtull did God make that excellent Princeto be ? 

But what need we go far to find examples confirming the truth 
of this aſſertion, that #rajer is of wonderfull Prevalency. ſince on 
0vn cyes haveſcenit? New- England may now ſay, if theLor 

(even the Prayer-hearing God) had.not been on our fide when 
men roſe up againſt us, they had ſwallowed us up; then the 
proud waters had gone over our Soul. And thus bath ithee 
more then once or twice, eſpecially ſince the late infurrettionan! 
Redellion of the Heathen Nations round about us. We cang 
but acknowledge, and Poſterity muſt know, that we were in ap 
pearance a gone and ruined People, and had been ſoere thi 
day, ifthe Lord had not been a God that heareth Prayer. 

And there are eſpecially two Conſiderations that ave tint, 
rrat New-Englands Deliver ance from therage of the Heathn ii 
an tminent anſwer of Pray'y, 1. In that God hath graciouſ 
anſwered us a5 to the very Petitions that have bin moſtly inſite 
on,as will appear to admiration by inſtancing in tome Particulat 

1. Then, How often kave we prayed that . he Lord would ani 
infatuate © fru/*rate the Ceonnfils of the Heathin that ſought FF 
ruiz* > As ſometimes David when purſued by Abſolom priate! 
laying,” Lerd c:2ime their tongues, Plal. 55.9 Agan Dai 
faid, 0 Zeri Tpriytie tun the Connell of Achitophel into (vs 
i/areſe. 2.Sam. 15. 31+ Thoſe requeſts of David were heit 
and therefore Al{uloms Counſellours were divided, one gil!!; 
this, and annther that advicc; and the tubtle Counſel of Act: 


> of : 
tophel (which kad it been hcarkaed unto, Davidand thoten"' 
117 
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L dim had periſhed) muſt not be followed, In like manner hath 

the Lord done for us; we have heard how that after the Fort fight, 
1þ Decemb. 19.1675. ſome of the Indian Counſellors adviſed . ws 
e. they might purſue our Army when upon their retreat; which if they 
» had ſo done, how fatal would the Conſequence have* proved ? But 


—_— God divided their Counſells, that others were ot another 
it mind. 

for Moreover, we have received informations , concerning a great 
by Conſultation amongſt the Indians, ſoon after their miſchief done at 
_ Sadbury in April. 1676. Had they then continued to moleſt the 
kr Engliſh, our caſe had been ſad; but they ſuppoſed they had time e- 


{n nough before them, an1 therefore reſolved to be quiet a moneth or 
ou two, in order to attendance upon their own planing and fiſhing. 
fuc: We have alſo heard that the old crafty Serpents amongſt the In- 
dians adviſed that they mig*t ſhun all encounters with the Engliſh 
muh Forces, and rather diſperſe themſelves into ſinall Partyes, and ſo 
pu fall upon the Engliſh Towns, burning their houſes, deſtroying their 
Lord cattle &c. but that the young men thought it beſt to cut off our 
adet louldiers, and thenthey ſuppo!e. they might do whar they pleaſed 
i the with our towns. Thus fwere their tongues . divided, and Counſils 
beet turned into fooliſhneſs. 
nant 2, How o'ten have we pr.ged that God would do for 17 as in the ay of 
200 AMiiian, by c 14 any th: neathen to array one anthir, and that the 
n ap E710 ian mirhe be ſet arainſt the Eroyptians. The Lord hath anfxer- 
» this el that Relueſtalſo, For the Indians have been waſting and killing 
one another, yea not only ſuch Indians as do pretend triendihip to 
vince, the Fngliſh, 7e.g. the Natick & Punb:y.vg Indians, and the Afo- 
hen i hawks and the Moheags under Vncas; albeit it is too evident that 
riou'h he was ſecretly conſpiring with Philp in his deſigned miſchiet, a lit- 
nſte! tle before the War brake forth, but God turned him about, and 
culats mae hima frien!rothe Engliſh, and anenemy to Phili2) bur alfs 
arvit {ome of thoſe that were once in hoſtility againſt us, did ar laſt help 
UTA | toJetroy their own nation, friends an4 kindred, that fo they might 
prac! do ſervice for us. $9 have they that ſought to deſtroy us, gone 
Dail Þ n:o the lower parts of the earth, thzy7 are fa * by the ſ\yord . 
itt we, | Wt Huw often hav: w? prayet that ths Lord trould take thoſe 
heat, k:s Enemicg into his o'vn av-noins 4411, pleading that though we 
$111; k1::y not how to comeat them, they had ſuch adyantages in reſpect 
f Acti vf woods an1 ſwamps and dark corners of the carth, to lurk in; yet 
evi te hand of our Go could reach themy and that therefore he 


FF B would 


6 


. ded to ſomething of Religion, being a profeſſor in genzral (tough 


ved execution, * 


The prevelency of Prayer 

would ſcatter them by his power and bring them down,and let them 
wander up and dovn for meat, and ſend. the deſtroying Angel a. 
mongftthem. This Prayer hath: been heard; For it s known that 
the Indians were diſtreſſed with famine, multitudes of them periſh, 
ing for want of breadz & the Lord ſent ſickneſſes amongſt themythat 
Travellers have ſeen many dead Indians up and down in the woods 
thatwere by famine or ſickneſs brought unto that untimely end, 
Yea theindiansthemſelves have teſtified, that more amongſt thei 
have bcen cut off bythe ſword of the Lord in thole reſpects, then 
by the ſword ofthe Engliſh. 

4. How often have we prajed that the Lord would remember the 
Cruelty, T reachery, and above all the Blaſphemy of theſe Heathen? 
This Prayer hath been heard in heaven. As for thcir cruclty, God 
tath remembred that, many of them falling into the hands of the 
Pohawes or other Indians, who fought in our quarrel, uſed their e- 
exmics after their own-kind : And it hath been obferved,that venge- 
-ance from the Lord did purſue them preſently upon the perpettz- 
tion. of ſome horrid afts'of barbarous cruelty toward {uch as fell 
into their murderous hands. And as for their Tecaciiery , God 
hath retalliated that uponthem as for the perfidious N.4rre7an(ers, 
Feter Indian was falſe and pcrfidious to thein, upqn a ditgult recer 
ved amongſt them, and direfted our Army where to find them 
Treacherous Philip, one of his own men ran away from him, &told 
Capt. Church where that Grand enemy had hid himlelt, the iſſue of 
which was, another {adian ſhot a bullct into the treacherous heart 
ofthat. Covenant-breaking Infidel. Yea many of thoſe bloudy and 
deccitfull Indians who were takgn by Capt.C &wrch, would trequent- 
ty deftroy and betray their bloudy ant falihcarted Comraucs. Ha 
toonas who was the firt Indian that treacherouſly ſhed innocent En- 
gliſhblood in Afafſachuſers Colony, he ſome years (1£. ore proten 


never laptiſecd, ncr ofthe inchurched Indians) that to he nugnt ine 
more covertly manage thehelliſh deſign of revenge th. was tai 
bovrcd in his divelich hcartz but at laſt Sagamore f +6; 141t1 toite 
of his Indians unexpectedly {urprized hun, and delivercd hirato |. 
tice» That aboginable Indian Peter Jethro betray os! bis 080 6 
-ther, and other. ladians of his ſpecial acquaintsgcc, unto Ccath- Mz 
; DY ofthe NN;amuet InGiants Was wore Wong toJay ſnares for qtagr, 
wereat laſt thermelves taken by a Stratagem, and broug':tto dots: 


= 


| Hiftorle aely eviactd, * 
41 as for their Blaſphemy, God bath remembred it, the moſt no? 
torious Blaſphemers amongſt them have been made examples of di+ 
vine revenging Juſtice, 2«anevebet, Pombam, Monoce, all of them 
curſed Bltemers, e vengeance ofheaven hath not ſuffered them 
to live. 1t is alſo reported that an Engliſh-man, deagſages one 
ofihe weſtern Plantations, being mortally wounded by an Indian, 
the Indianupbraided him with his prayers, ſaying to hum, Tow were 


wort to pray to Jeſus Chriſt, now pray to him, He carnct belp you, and 


withall added a moſt hideous Blaſphemy (not fit to be named) a- 
painſt our bleſſed Lord Jeſus Chriſt, immediatcly upon which a bul- 
let took him inthe head, and daſhed out his brains, ſending his cur- 
ſed ſoul in a moment amongſt the Devils, and Blaſphemers in Hell 
for ever. 

5o Flow often have we prayed that the Lord would take away ſpi- 
rit and Corr a9e from thoſe that have bien in biſtility a7ainſt us, and 
(aſe thole waters of the Lord ts ſubmit themſelves. In this thing alfo 
the Lord :..:h had reſpe& to our requeſts. For hundreds ot Indians 
the la funmer came & ſurrendered themſelves to the Engliſh, e.g. 


in P/y1z2ut6 Colony the Squaiv-Sachim of Sacoyet, with above an 
! 


lun rca Inlians ſubmitted themſelves to mercy. June, 30, 1676. * 


Not long after that two hunJred Jndizns more furrendred them- 
{clvez, And in the caſtern parts of this Colony, ( July.s. there 
were fix Sachims addreſſed themſelves to the Engliſh in order to 
the obtaining peace, bringing in with them three hundred men 
belides women and Children. Likewiſe in the ſame moneth 
Sargamore John {ſubmitted himfelf with about an hundred & 
eighty Indians; and hundreds ofthem came & ſubmitted themſelves 
tothe Engliſh in Conn:Ficur Colony. Theſe things came not to paſs 
without the finger of God, ſo manifeſt as that the enemy himſelf 
could not but take notice of it. For a ſtout Indian Captain who was 
alterward executed at Bef-r,profeſſed to ſome of our Souldiers,that 
they could never have ſubdued the Indians, But (aid be ſtriking up- 
08 his breaſt) Eng lihmans God maketb #1 afraid bere- 
6. How often have we prayed that God would in ſptcial look after 
theſe placer, Which were in moſt eminent danger, a; bring above others 
expoſed to the fury of the enemy ? And we have had the petitions we 
Ceſired ofhim in that reſpe&t, What a black appearance of death 
and ruine was before the poor people at ,Zuaboar, when they were 
all coped up in one unfortified houſe, and ſurrounded by a batha + 
rous multitude of cruel Ind : ns, Who thirſted after their blood? Bur 
2 God 
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The prevaleney of Prayer __ __ 
God by a ftrange providence, ſent Major willard, who with 
party of ſouldiers, came a few hours or minutes before it was 
te, by which means the remaining Johabitants of that place had, 
their lives = them for a prey. After thats the weſtern plantati 
ons, North Hampton, Radly, Hatf:ld &c. were in the” eminenteſt 
Cangers by reaſon of the enemy taking up their Rendezvoure in 
thoſe parts; but God preſerved and delivercd them, in anſwer uns 
to prayer. That memorable providence cught not to be forgotten, 
how that in the beginning of March, 16976. Our Army miſled their 
way ( deſigning to ſurprize the Indians about Waeks/ct Hills) and 
were providentially led to North Hampton; Alſo Major 7 rear with 
ſouldiers under his Command, did then take up his Quarters in that 
town, coming thither a day ſooner then was intended; The next day 
a great body of Indians brake in upon the town,and in probahility 
had laid it waſt, had there not been ſuch a ſupply of ſouldiers as 
hath been mentioned, which the good providence of God brought 
thither, in. anſwer to the prayers of his people. Moreover, the 
whole Colony of Plymont b was in moſt apparent Canger of being 
overrun and overwhelmed with the enemy; eſpecially in the ſpring 
of the year 1676. when (as we have becn informed) the Indians 
were deſigning, with fifteen hundred men to fall upon all the ſcat 
tered towns throughout that Jurisdiftion. But God gave men, ye 
a great Sachim, for the life of his dear people inthat Colony. We 
have heard that Quanoncyers ſurprizal and death, truck an amare. 
ment into the heathen, and diverted their purpoſed mifchiet. May 
8. 1676. when Bridgwater was aſſaulted. _ in danger of being 
laid waſt, God ſent thunder and rain From heaven, which caſed 
the Indians to turn back. And when they attempted to make Tar 
ton adeſolation, July 11. how wonderfully did the Lord favethat 
town ? ſo ordering by his providence, as that a captive Nrgro e- 
caping from the Indians, informed of their purpole to fall upon that 
place, whereupon the Inhabitants ſtood upon their guard, and foul- 
diers were timouſly ſent into them for their relicf and defence, 

7- How often have we prayes for our pooy Captiver, that Gul 
would preſerve them and return them? When ſome of ours not many 
years ſince, were in Captivity under Afehomet, what praver was 
made for them continually ? Eſpecially it was ſo in reſpect of Mr. ' 
Fefter, and his ſon, the Church in Charl:20wn ſetting a Gay apar 
to ſeek unto the Lord by faſting and prayer, that the perſons Men- 
tioned might be ſet at liberty, and although at that time there ws 

no 


Hiſtorically evinced 


20 likelyhood that ever it ſhould be, the infidel King, under whoſe 

they were, not being willing to accept of money lor tt cir re- 
demption, yet God brought it about worcerſully, and rather then 
his peoples prayers ſhould not be anſwered, that Tyrant muſt dy by 
a _ and unexpetted providence. But] {peak now concerning 
thoſe that have been Captives amongſt the heathen in this land. 
And God hath heard us for them. Whereas uponthe 91th of May, 
1676. the Magiſtrates, and Miniſters of this Colony, and the De- 
putyes of the General Court, tought the Lord togetk er by faſting 
and praycr, and did in ſpecial manner beg that Captives nught te 
returned, as a token for good, and pledge of further antwers of 
prayer, Within a few weeks after this, neer upon twenty ot our 
Captives were ſet at liberty. For ſome, prayer hath been more 2- 
bundantly poured forth; fo for Mr. Row/axdſon his wite and two 
children, and we have ſeen the Lord returning them all again. And 
whereas in October 1676. Amongſt others, the ſonof 
that man of God, and man of praver, Reverend Mr. Coober ( the 
faithfull Paſtor of the Church in Ipſwich ) was ſurprized in a veſſel 
by the Northern Indians, and led away into Captivity; doubtleſs 
God did it, that ſo glory might be to his holy name, and that the 
world might fer how prayer can prevail with him.Mr-Cobber no ſoon- 
er heard what was befallen his ton, but he called together about 
thirty of his Chriſtian neighbours (that being as many as could on 
the ſudden convene) and they ſet ſome time apart to pray for him 
that was now a Caprive, after this his Fathers heart was ſweetly 
quieted, believing that God had heard them : Some others alſo that 
attended that Service, were as confidently perſwaded that God 
would return (and that in comfortable plight) Mr Cobbers ſon to 
him again, as it he were already come; Prayer alſo was made in pub- 
lick Congregations in particular for that young man; and in De- 
cember following, thoſe prayers were fully anſwered , the Lord 
bringing it about in range wayes, the particulars and circumſtan -' 
ces whereof are too large here to be infiſted on. 

Ler me further take notice here , that whereas no longer then 
three weeks ſince, ( viz. July 25-1677-)the Church in Salem ſet a 
day apart to ſeek the Lord in ſpecial on behalf of thoſe bel 
ngto that Town lately fallen into the hands of the Indians; whi 
they were praying, God brought home one. of the veſſels that the 
Indians had ſurpriſed, & two perſons , who were Mafters of Veſſels) 
that bad been particularly prayed for inthe morning, mr 
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ſolemn thanks to God inthe after part of the day, in that hehad in 
anſwer ofthe Prayers of his people, brought them vut oftheir Cap. 
tivity. ; | 

8. How often have Wwe prayea that God would cautt off the Rixg. 
leaders, and principal vloudy prometers of the Late treubles? That the 
Lord would doe unto them as unto Siſera, as to Jabin at the brook 
of Kiſon (which periſhed at Endor, they became as dung for the 
earth) and make their Nobles like Orcb and like Zeeb, yea all their 
Princes like Zeba and Zalmunna. 

Now in theſe Cryes to heaven our God hath heard useven ts 
admiration» Phils, the Grand enemy and beginner of the War, 
is gone to his own'place. It was obſerved that alittle betore the 
deſtruction of that bloudy Foe, the Lord ſtirred up the hearts of 
ſome of his Servants, to be inſtant in prayer againſt that enemy in 
particular, yea and cauſed them firmly to believe that ir ſhould be 
{9. Nor could they ccaſe crying to the Lurd again him, until 
they had prayed the bullet into Philips heart. And concerni 
vat prayew have been in cloſets about that thing, we ſha 
Aacar more at the Cay of judgment when the Lord Jetus will reveal 
'rand reward it openly. - Are not all the Chieftains amongſt the 
Heathen who have becnin Hoſtility againſt us cutt off for ever ? 

and their memorial is periſhed with them. O how moft High, 
T hou lat rebnked the Heathen, thou haſt put out their name for con 
and ever | 
We have heard oftwo and twenty Indian Captains, lain all 
, of them, and brought down to Hell in one day, viz. Decemb. 19. 
1675. And ſome of the Indians have confcfied that at the Fall- 
fight, May 18. 1676. they loſt no lets then three and thirty of their 
Counſcliours, which put them into an abſolute Confuſion. that they 
were like men amazed ever after. 

Where are the fix Varraganſer Sachims, with all their Captains 
and Counſellors > Where are the Nipmack Sachims, with all their 
Captains and Counſellours? Where is Philip and Squaw-Sachm 
of Pocaſſet with all their Captains and Counſcllours ? God Coe (0 
to al{the implacable enemies of Chriſt and of his People inNew- 
England ! | 

'2, If we conſider the TIME when God hath appeared for #1 ii 
Jt « mani{cſt that our Salvation is an Anſwer of Prayer. It was 
fatal happy blow which the Indians received at the Fort-Fight i 


the N ar/47a%/et Conmry; & alittle before that , all theſe Churchs 
were 


Hiſorically evinced, 


wereſolemnly by Faſting and prayer ſecking to the Lord, that the 
Heathen might be rebuked at that time. When 2uenenchet was 
takenand ſlain, it was anamazing ſtroke to the enemy. And but 
a few dayes before that, many Churches in England kept a Cay of 
Faſting and praycr for poor New-Englend. In the latter end of 
Junc. 1676- (and ever after that) ſucceſſes againſt the enemy were 
wonderfull; eſpecially in Plymouth Colony. Now on the 22. of 
June, all the Churches inthat Colony ſer apart a day of ſolemn Hu- 
miliation, and renewed their Covenant. And en the 29. of that 
moneth, was a day of Thanks-giving throughout this Colony, the 
prayers & praiſes of which day were fignally owned by the Lord, 
who did then ſet ambuſhments againſt the enemy & they were 
{mitten. Alſo inthis very Moneth, the Churches in D##/:# in lre- 
land were ſolemnly ſeeking to the Lord on our behalf. Why ſhould 
not theſe things be written & recorded for the Generation to comc? 
why ſhould thcy not be made known to our Children, that they 
might ſet their hope in God, and not forget +the works of God, bur 
keep his Commandments. 

Some one perhaps will fay, Cid not God in the time of your late 
War ſeem to be angry with your Prayers ? Had you not the ſaddeft 
tidings on r—_ dayes of Humiliation ? 

Anſv. This is true, and the thoughts of it ſhould for ever hun. 
ble us; yet we know,ſometimes the Lord ſeems to be difpleaſed with 
the Prayers of his people only to try their Faith (as' with the wo- 
manof Canaan) when as ;indeed they are his delight. Morcorcr 
(alas! ) it cannot bedenicd or doubted of, but that the Lord ſaw 
tormality and hypocriſy inthe pr ayers of many amongſt us,which 
he was offenced at; howbeit there are ſome: living Chriſtians, that 
valk cloſely with God;a {ery Names that have not defiled their gar- 
ments with the fins, and generally prevailing temptations of theſe 
times; unto them and tothcir Prayers hath the Lord had refpet. 
|: muſt alto be contefſcd, that the prayers ofthe Churches in E wrepe 
have had! no ſmall influeace- intv our mercyes. Ican affurc the 
Reader, that the Churches in Lon {-x, in Srffolke in Dor (ety in Devon 
n Somerſet, in Lancaſoire, hive by Faſting and Praycr, fought 
tne Lord for New-England, inthe time of our late troubles. And 
| doubt not. but. that the Lords praying people in other Countyes, 
where I have no acquaintance or correſpondence, have done the 

like, We are infinitely indebted to that God, who having a pur- 
polcto glority himſelf by hearing prayers, put into their hearts to . 
de earneſt with the Lord on our behalf. Who 
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Who knoweth, but that we may be again involved in trouble by 
the remainders ofthe heathen, or otherwiſe. Let us then be encoy. 
raged to take in hand our old tried weapons, even preces et lacryuy 
the Auntient 4rmes of the Church. If encmyes ariſc, let us 
them down agaih. And that i#the ſpecial improvement which ſhould 
be made of what hath been diſcourſed; ſince we have ſeen why 
prayer can do, The confideration of theſe things ſhould ſtir up an by 
reſolution in every ont, to be ſincere, frequent, and conſtant, in thi 
great enil powerfull a duty. It is reported of foachim (the father of 
che Virgin —_ that prayer was bis meat and drink. And we know 
what was Davids profeſſion, Pfal. t 16. 1,2. I love the Lord, b: 
Cauſe be bath beard my woice, an4 my ſupplication, becauſe be hah 
_ his ear to m!, therefore I will call wpon bim as long at I foul 

Ives 

Wherelore to the particulars already mentioned,l ſhall (for hoy 
ſhould a man when writing upon ſuch a ſubjett,cafily break off \addz 
tew more. It would indeel fl a volum2, ſhould all the Inſtances 


this way bc produced, which ſtand upon record in approved Ay 
thors; nor havel preſent leiſure to revolve many books that touch 
uponthis ſubje&; only ſuch particulars as do preſently occur to 
mind Iſhall relate,hoping ir will not be unprofitable to the reader, 


who poſſibly hath not ha1 the knowledge of them, or not of all of 
them. Toprocced then, 

There have been, whom prayer hath broug*t back from the gatesof 
the grave,whenas to all outward appearance,they have been other- 
wite paſt recoveryznot to inſiſt uponScriptural axamples here neither, 
It ia memorable paſſage which a great Hiſtorian hath noted con- 
cerning that Learned an1 Religious, Sr. 72" Cheek, who was 11: 
tor to vur Engliſh Joſiah, King Edward- 6th. 

Sr, Joha being ſick nigh-unto death, the King did carefully er 

Fwlers H;fory Quire after his welfare every day; at laſt the Phyſitians told him, 
of :5: {&11ch thatthere was no hopes of life; Nay (ſaid the Ring) he vill not vt 
P4214 at this time, for I have this morning begged his life of God in nj 
prayers, an1 obteined it; which accordingly came to paſſe; an! 

ſoon after Sr. John wonderfully recovered beyond ail expe 

M:Ichior tion. TL” 
4dam 3: i; Atelanthon was taken deſperately ſick at Vinaria,as he was 12 ju 
Mil: &,mi; nevtowards Hagraar, in order toa Conference with ſome otthe 
re:orme<dDivines in Germany about matters of religion; Luthrr hea 


ring of it, haſtned to viſit him, and with tears ſaying, Alas! hor 
| precio 


ce 
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'$ »ofbis body, and was ſometimes heard ſpeaking when his lips moved 


, 


Miforicatly rvinced 
geecions and profitadle an Inſtrument of the Church, is miſcrably 


. weakned, and ready to pexiſh ! and falling upon his knecs, he did 


moſt earneſtly wreſtle with the Lord for his recovery, and prevai- 
led, ſoas that Melanfhon would afterwards confeſs, that if it had 
not been for Lutheys prayers, he had died by that ſickneſs. 

At another time, Aﬀyconins _ fallen into a deep conſumption, 
Lather was earneſt in prayer to God for his recovery; and he wrote 
aletter to him, wherein he thus expreſſeth, himſelf, * I pray Chriſt 
* our Lord, our ſalvation, our health, that | may not live te ſee 
© thee, and ſome others of our Colleagues to dye, and goto heaven, 
*andtoleave me here amongſt the Divels alone.. | Yectesr and 
* God forbid that I ſhould hear of thy death whilſt 1 live, /ed re ſuper- 
fitem faciat mihi Deus,, boc peta et wolo, ct fiat voluntas mea, Am:s. 
qu14 hec voluntar pleriam nomins Det, certe n1n meam voluptatem. 
utc copiam quarit. A while after Myconius recovered, and outli- 
ved Luther, ever acknowledging that he was beholding to God for 
putting it into the heart of Zathey; ſo to pray for him, and inſtru- 
mentally to lengthen out his life ſeven years beyond his own, and 
Iriends expettation. 

Yea more, Divels and powers of darkneſs have fallen before the 


pu of prayer. A deſperate young man in Germany, who in an 14m is 15:4 
d himſelt to, and made an expli- Lunt 


clliſh pang of temptation had fo 
cit covenart with the Divel; having revealel his miſerable coCition 
to Luther, he called the Church together, and the young man be- 
ing with them, they faſted and prayed, fo that the Divel threiv 
the writing, which he had received ofthe young man, inat the win- 
dow, and a forlorn ſoul was reſcued out ol the ands of that devou- 
ring Lion. Hoi often have poor creatures under bodily poſſeſſions 
beendelivered from that thraldome by carneſt prayer ? Auſtin by 
his prayers caſt out Divels. The Hiſtory of thote ſeven poſſeſſed in 
Lancabirr, in whoſe diſpoſſeſhon Mr. Darrel and others were by 
laſting and prayer inſtrumental, is well known. 


R frrime bn 


ta Auguſtin. 


There was a man that lived not far from area owe whoſc name Read Atv. / 
was obs Fox. This man was poſſeſſed by the Divel, who would »#*!s fe + : 


niolently throw him down, and take away the uſe of every member 


notatiall; yea (albcit the man could ſpeak no other language be- 
& his mother tongue}the cvil ſpirit in him would frequently quote 
{criptuses out ofthe Originals, Hebrew and Greek, and play 'the 
Critick, and back his allegations with ſayings out of, the F _ & 
C octs 


cen oy Mt 
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The prevalency of Prayer 
Poets. Among others that came topray with this poor miſcradtg 
man, Mr. Rothwel (a minifter that was famous in-thoſe parts in 
thoſe dayes) was one. As hewas coming, the Divel told them in 
the houſe with the pofſefſed man, - yonder is Rothwel a coming; and 
upon his entring into the houſe, raged and blaſphemed,: ſaying alſs 
wilt thou go to prayer, Fle makeſuch a noiſe as (hall diftra@rhee, 
and doſt thou think that God will hear diſtrafied prayers? Mr. 
Rothwel replyed, God heareth the prayers of the upright, and 
hath promiled to give his ſpirit to help infirmityes in prayer; there- 
fore m Confidence of his promiſe, & powerful ſtance of his ſpiry, 
and inthe yzme of his ſon lefus Chriſt, we will go to prayer. $9 
he did. The Direl for abovea quaxter of an hour mace an horrid 
noiſe, and roarcd at Mr. Rethwel!”s face, bur at laſt was forced tohe 
filent, and departed our of the man, who bcforc the Prayer was end- 
ed,fid to the amazement and joy of all the Auditors preſent ſay 
Amen to the Petitions that were preſented before the Lord on his 
behalf. After Mr.Rothwel cl: him, he was ftriken dumb for thres 
vearstogcther; at length by praver alſo, God opened his mouth, 
and retvred his tpeech ro 1:19 One uſing this Petition, Lard open 
his movrh, and his lips ſhall thew forth thy praiſe; he an{werc! 


inthe Congregation, Amen, and {3 continued to ſpeak, and fſpake 
graciouly to his dying day. - | 

] remember | have met with another exainple not enlike unto this 
but now mentioned. Inthe town of Berwick upon 7 wer, there 
was a man(Steward to the Lord of Gya»/2n) reputcd Golly, why 


8-- Mr.B1\ſam Was very much afffiged in his mind. Mr. 8 {om (an cminent preach- 


cr, by whoſe Miniftry inthat one town *Frery p-rfor- + © © (as was 


- indged) favingly wrought upor?) did fevera}'+% » © + it him anf 


{ought to apply words of comfort to him, bu! © ' [ns of that nature 
taking place, ke whiſpered the Steward jn the cur to this purpoſe, 
1 nonbr there us Fomething within which you winhln ane well 17 cileomm; 
whereupon, immetiatelythe mans tongue ferefled out of his mouth 
thar he wa«nvt able to Þrak, and to * aſtoniſhment of thoſe in 
the room, a ſhrill voice was keard, as it were ſpeaking out offis 
throat,” {\ying, what doft thou talking to him of free grace and 
promtes? hc is mine. Mr. Bal/or: perceiving that it was theDs+ ' 
vil rharfpake, rold him, he did not know that men were kns 3s 
Fong 75 they were alive in this world. To whom the Devil te 
plyed, If God world tet me looſe, Iwould find enough in the beſt of 
«9! 21 ro make you mine, and as for this man he hath given = 
* 0% 


Hifetivally.. evinced. , d$ 
{ef-rome” Iwrill-not (ſaid Mr. Ba//om) believe the father of lyes, 
but 1-wilk goe home and pray forthis poor man, and get all the 
ree inthe rownl canto joyn with me, and | doe believe that thou 
hat lopfe thy :bold before ts merrow moraing. . Mr- Bak 
ſou upp9t his return home that ' night, found diverte Chriſtians - 
in hip houſe» who waited to ſpeak with him, unto whom be decla- 
red that he could not but adrairingly take notice of the providence 
of God in bringing them to his houſe, whom otherwiſe he had pur- 
poſed to ſend for; and deſired them to ſpend part of the night with 
him, in ſeeking to the Lord in the behalf of ſuch a diſtreſſed poſſeſ- 
*ſed man: which they did, and the next morning Satan had loſt his 
peſſeſlion : and when Mr B a/ſew enquired of . o poor man how it 
was with him, He anfwered; through the goodnets of God, I have 
overcome, and am now as full of Comfort , as before 1 was tull of 
Trouble. 
have alfa heard a _— Divine in Dab/:r, ſpeak of a man, 
that being under bodily poſleſbon by an cvil ſpirit, a Company of 
praying Chriſtians met together,to {eek the Lord on his bchalt; «- 
mongſt them there was a precious holy woman, who kneeled hchind 
the door in the room-where they were praying together, and there 
were ſtrong atings of Faith in hcr toul; at laſt the Devil was forced 
todepart; only as he was going out of the poſlefſed party, he cryed 
out, 0 the Woman, the Woman behind the door | 
Some very learned and judicious \\ riters conceive, that Epil p- 
tick and Lwnarick perſons are thoſe Demoniaces whom we read fo 37-. Medes 
m:c1ofin the New-Teſtament. There is a Deſiration that pro- #45 #* Folio. 
cteds ex vi merbi, being from or with a Fever, and another kind of Þ? © P4997: 
Celiration which is fne Febre , when a man having no other diſcalc g.za is Mt.v. 
is crazed or diſtracted. Not they thatare ſubjected to the former, 16. & 17.15. 
buttothis latter have been accounted E-+py+er polſeſicd perſons. 
The Jews of old had ſuch an opinivn concerning mad men. Joh. 10. 
20, Conſiter alto, Math. 14.14, t 5,-- 18. with Luk. 9. 39. Whatever - 
offolidity may be in that notion, is not a place here to diſpute; bur * 
this iz certain, that diſtratted perſons have been reſtored to the ule 
oftheirunleritanding again by Faſting and Prayer. That Moſes 
*thistim2, Mr, Dod (concerning whom Mr. Barroughs giveth this 
Teſtimony, that he was the meekeſt man upon the faceof the carth ). 
: hala godly ſon, whom it pleated the Moſt High to leave unto fore, » rrovghs 
'uſtraction in his mind, whereupon Mr. Dod called ſorme of his S0d9- on apka ot 
Privws Friends together, who ſet a day apart ſolemnly to ſeek :d 543. + :58. 
C 2 the 


Or. Wit. 
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the Lord about that matter, and whilſt they were yet ſpeaking a 
prayer, God heard them, ſo as that the diſtrafted perſon was noe 
only reſtored to his right mind again, but did himſelf conclude 

_ thatday ofprayer with ſolemn Thanksgiving unto God. This Infor. 
mation | received from a Reverend Miniſter, who was preſent in Me 
Dods houſe, when that day of faſting and prayer was there obſer. 
ved,upon the occaſion mentioned. 

fre 4 Lites It is repbrted concerning that excellent man, and famous Miniſter 

cf Hifi li. g th: 2 Edenbonrg, Mr. Bruce (concerning whom the Learned Þideels 

$:riptares pggy V1Ms hath given a moſt honourable teſtimony ) that diverfe perſons 
that were diſtracted, and ſome who were Epileptical, paſt hopesof 
recovery, were neverthele{s reſtored to perfett health in anſyer to 
Mr. Braces prayers. 
But I have not met with any inſtance tothis purpoſe more affeding 
then that which is (by an Author worthy of credit) publiſhed cop 

Palfl)%, of the cerning Mr. Patrick Simpſon a learned and very holy Miziſter, fog, 

' Stony 50417 ime of Sterling in Scotland. The ſtory in brief is this. 

©2937 Mr Simpſons wife (a gracious woman) falling ſick, was ſorely af 
ſaulrtd by Satan, who told her that ſhe ſhould be given over int 
his hand; The temptation and afirightment prevailed to far as to re 
folve in a viſible diſtrattion, that the good woinan, moſt unlike her 
former way whilſt ſhe was her ſelf, would break forth ſometimes 
with dreadfull anJ horrid expreſſions; T his was (and could not te 
otherwiſe) a 'moſt bitter aifliction to her precious husband, why 
told thoſe about her, that he was aſſured, = Satans malice ſhould 
at laſt reccive a ſhameful toyle; wherefdre he retired himſelf int 
his garden, an1 ſhutting the door, betook himſelf to faſting and 
prayer. One H-len Garner (a. godly woman) being lollicitousfor 
Mr. Simpſon, as fearing that his ſabours, grief, faſting might betoo 
hard for him, uſed ſome means to get over intothe garden, where 
Mr. Simpſon was alone wreſtling with God; being come neer 'ie 
place where he was, ſhe was terrifte1 with an extraordinary noi 
which cauſed her to fall upon the grounJ, It was like thenoiſe of 
great ruſhing of multitudes together, and therewitha! {uch a mel 
dious foun as di4 make her know it was fomething 'more then [iv 
-nane; ſo that ſhe fet to praver, cntreating the Lord ro pardon her 
raſhneſs in ſocoming thither, con'cring ir was reſpedt to his 
vant, who had been an Inſtrument ot good to her tou, that didth 
cuceher. Afﬀcr going forward, ſhe Lund Mr. Simp/on Iving 


on the ground; rox would he reveal vhat he had met with -- 
prom 


Hifterically evinced. 
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0 promiſe wgs made not to ſpeak of it whilſt he was alive inthis 
not norld. Upon this he fad, O What am 1 bring duſt and aſhes, that the 
" bo'y —_— ſpirits ſhould be ſent by the Lord to deliver @ meſſage 
-4 Jo wes al ſhewed that Angels from heaven had by an audible voice 
= ven him anſwer concerning that which he had been praying 2- 
. ore _ dy thing extraordinary, and in no wiſc to be cam 
| y riſtians ordinarily] and returning into his houſe, he bid 
iſter thole that were in the room with his wife, be of good comfort; for 
cla he was affured that within ten hours ſhe ſhould be delivered from 
fors that diſtration. Aﬀter this he went to prayer by the bed fide, and 
es of a3 he was in prayer menttoning Jacobs wreftling with God his wife 
T to fate pe n = _ and caſting aſide the curtain ſaid, T ” As thu 
Ao _ " von ett wy eſe ler, and haſt prevailed, ani now God hath 
hk _ Ly pray _—_ which he [pake to you this morning, for I am pluck- 
- Thins mas of S ater end be ſhall no more have power over me. 
| _ —_— made him filent for a while, but after in great mek 
w_ on. - _ e proceeded in prayer, magnifiing the riches of di- 
Y ara love, and from that hour his wife continued to diſ- 
_ _ c _y and comforta » even to her dying hour. 
my A _ —_ ſpiritual (which are worſe then bodily poſſcſſ- 
-_ nn _=_ old in the Souls of men, how o fren hath prayer 
= C——_ = to as him, and cauſe him (full ſore againſt his will) (,,: 
"hy _—_ ar rong hold for ever. Prayer hath (i.c. inſtrumentally) , 4 
A i rs: 7 a Soul, Peter Martyr was wont to pray much for. Bs 
if in wr we | medumtar Gi/>.r,and the Lord anfwered his prayers, 
op s , os aneo kis Church, anemuiucat inſtrument of Gods Glory, and ot 
— Hank, _ = who having a Brother that ſpent his time in 
pra rear. : = me and other profanc vanityes, upon a ſaturday, 
tl "+ wok oþ , rother was gone upon an hawking match, he 
op bis Broke? 4%, wa by Faſting and praver to beg of God, that 
Ars = comrade t - converted. And the Lord anſwered his pray- 
_ ages | ” Ys For with 1.4 week after þis brother was ſtrangely 
wer and Grins m_ > tumielt (inſtead of tpending his time in hawking 
hs »Lord _ "B- oier\e many dayes of tecret humiliation between the 
we of —— wg} tout, on the account ot the ſins he had been gu:it\ 
"Udi has «am «nit y,G0 made a vcry godly end at laſt. | 
- : _—_ Prec;0us and i: mous Miniſtcr oft Chtiſt, Mr.zyelch, being in 
. bh Tora Vs his entertainment came to more then he expedtee;, ſothat 
hr” l FT —_ ning he had not wherewith to pay for his horſe meat: 
ſ' otertaare 7nd railed exceedingly for his money : Mr. el: [ 
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The.yrevaliney of Prayer 

ſhot -his chamber Joor and went to-prayer, and the troftler Randing 
at the door over heard him, . and was converted by that: prayer; 
evcr a{ter that time ly: reſpeQing Mr. welch, and re td 
accept of any thing enrertzinment; eicher therror at any 64 
ther times afterwards, whenotcafion was offered. - . 54 

I knew one, the ſon of an holy, and eminently: faithfull Miniſter, 
who in ſome of the dayes of his youth had been wild and vain, but 
was (rough the Grace of Chriſt) converted in his young years, 
and after bis Fathers death, peruſing his. private. papers, he per: 
ecived, that not many daycs betore he was in the pangs of the ney 
birth, his Father had been by ſecret Faſting: and prayer ſeeking un- 
to the Lord that converting ſanQifiing Grace might be beſtowed 


upon that fon of his. . 
That notab'e Kfraelite, Mr. Hugh Kenney, Provoſt of Air in Scot- 


AM, Lr-ift0t 1: land, one day being long alone in praver, while tome'ot his intimate 


li9. {pra 44 i, friends ſtave! a great while to ſpeak with him, upon their enquiry 


P4zl 43: 


* intotke reaſoa why he made them wait ſotong; hetold themit was 


no won cr, fu (faid he) [bave this d.zy obteined mercy for mt, and all 
mine. And ſo indeed it came to paſs; for not ſo much as one of his 
chiliren, but evident ſignes of converſion and true 'godlinels were 
obſerved in them. * This wasthat Kexnedy, who 'when he vas # 
dvins could ſay, If the wals of this houſe ca1ld ſpraky they could tell 
how many (were dajes I bave hadin ſecrit fellowſhip with God, on 
bow famili.cr be bath bren with my ſou!. This is he,concerning whom 
Mr. welch once ſaid, * Happy is that Citv, yea happy is that nation 
*that hath-an Hagh K exneay 18 it; I my telf. have certainly found the 
* anſwers of his prayers to the Lord on my behalt. There is one pat 
ſage recorded concerninp-him which is exceeding ſtrange. It is this 
One of his ſons being abſent at ſea, On a certain night he roſe 
carly, bef>re break? of day, and came to his familiar triend fe 
Steward, an! defired him to rife, and go with him into a room 1 
prar, for (faid he) my ſon with the reſt of our Chriftzan friends no# 
at ſea, are at the-very nick of periſhing. After he had ſpent fore 
time in pouring out his ſoul before the Lord, he roſe up cheertullr, 
laying, nw eve they ſafe. John Steward being amazed therea!, writ 
this do:yn, with the day and hour, an4 atthereturn ofthe ſhipma 
en1uiry, 2n4 found that in that very hour of that night, they ti! 
wer2 in a moſt dangerous place, fothat all' hope that they ſhoul: 
a2 {ved 1s taken awav, only they were by an extraordinary uner 
"e*te] providence then delivered. , 
| a 


Hiſtorically evinced ; 19 


To draw to a Concluſion, let the world beware, of doing any 
wronge to a praying people. Such blaſting ſtrokes from God were 

n thoſe that ſet themlelves againſt tt e reforined Churches and 

Profeſſors (who were called Picc..» 4ints) in Bobemia of old that it 
hecame a proverbial ſpeech, 7f any man be weary of hu lies 
It him become an enemy to the Piccardine;, Sol fav, If any mar. be 
weary of big Life, let him become an enemy to a Prajing People, fuch 
25(through grace) many in New- Zrg/ara have been, and are to 
thisday. And wo to that man, whoever he be, upon whom the 
Prayers of N:w- England ſhall fall, it were better tor that man that 
4 mill-Rone were hanged about his neck, and he thrown therewith 
intothe midſt of the Sea. It is ſaid concerning the Witneſſes, Rev. 
1145+ © if any man hurt them, fire proceec!eth out of their mouth, 
« 2nd deyourcth their enemies, and if any man will hurt them, he 
«muſt on this manner be killed. Is not the ſpirit of prayer that fire? 
That Scottiſh Queen once profeſſed; that ſhe was more afazid of M: 
Xncx his praycrs, then of an army of ten thouſand men, 

And it is noted concerring Leclin Prince of. Wales, that beins Reſet Dr Pow 
perlwaded by ſome to take up arms againſt a Prince that was famous © 
for Religion; he replyed that he was airaid of that mans prayers 
more then of Armyes. 

\ herefore | (hall Eniſh this Diſcourſe with the ſolemn expreſſi- ,, bie(ſed Bro - 
0n of onc (whom [ have peculiar reafon to love) that was well known ;-y ard Prede- 
in this place levenand twenty years agoc. [ bad rather ( ſaith he ) ce(ſor in this 
te mL oned With Army: 'f a med miry and ceompaſſed round with!46t, 1" bs 
iran ſworcs md is **s of atath, thin that the leaſt praying ay: 
Saint ſhould ben 1. ' 114 prayers atainſt mis, for there i; no ſtan- VEG 
ding before the prayers of Sante, eſpecially if they unite their forcer, 
and join together in the ſame requeſts. Riſe up, O Lord, and let thine 


_—_ be ſcattered, and let them that hate thee, flee be- 
wet CC. 
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